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Message Text 


TAGS: IS, EG 

SUBJECT: LETTER FOR PRIME MINISTER BEGIN FROM 
REPRESENTATIVE PAUL FINDLEY 


1 . CONGRESSMAN FINDLEY REQUESTS THAT FOLLOWING LETTER 
BE DELIVERED TO PRIME MINISTER BEGIN BEFORE HIS DEPARTURE 
FOR THE UNITED STATES: 


DEAR MR. BEGIN: 

M I AM HONORED TO HAVE YOUR VERY RESPONSIVE AND ENCOURAGING 
LETTER OF JANUARY 25, 1978, IN WHICH YOU WELCOME MY 
PROPOSAL FOR AGRICULTURAL COOPERATION BETWEEN ISRAEL AND 
EGYPT. 


"AS A MEMBER OF BOTH THE COMMITTEES ON AGRICULTURE AND 
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, I HAVE BEEN ADVISED THAT YOU 
WILL BE IN WASHINGTON NEXT WEEK. 


"MY PURPOSE IN WRITING IS TO SUGGEST RESPECTFULLY AN 
INITIATIVE THAT COULD HELP TO BREAK THE PRESENT IMPASSE IN 
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ISRAELI-EGYPTIAN NEGOTIATIONS, TRANSFORM THAT STALEMATE 
AND RENEW THE SPIRIT OF JERUSALEM THAT EXISTED DURING 
YOUR GRACIOUS HOSPITALITY TO PRESIDENT SADAT OF EGYPT. 


AT THE SAME TIME, IT COULD CREATE A POSITIVE ATMOSPHERE 
FOR YOUR SCHEDULE IN WASHINGTON. 
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"I AM AWARE OF YOUR CONCERNS REGARDING THE ESCALATION 
OF THE ARMS RACE IN YOUR REGION THROUGH THE MILITARY 
JETS PACKAGE PROPOSED BY PRESIDENT CARTER. I AM ALSO 
AWARE OF THE CONCERN OF OUR GOVERNMENT REGARDING THE 
DETERIORATION OF THE PEACE-MAKING PROCESS. 

"IN YOUR LETTER TO ME, YOU STATED THAT YOU HOPED THAT 
THE CONCEPT I PROPOSE WOULD "SOON BECOME A RELEVANT 
ITEM ON THE AGENDA OF THE TSR AFT J-EGYPTI AN DIALOGUE." 

"KNOWING THAT THE ESTABLISHMENT OF PEACE AND COOPERATION 
WITH YOUR NEIGHBORS IS YOUR HIGHEST ASPIRATION, I 
RESPECTFULLY SUGGEST THAT YOU TAKE THE OCCASION OF 
YOUR VISIT TO WASHINGTON TO PROPOSE A PROGRAM OF ISRAELI 
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TO EGYPTIAN AGRICULTURE THAT COULD 
BEGIN ALMOST IMMEDIATELY AND NEED NOT AND SHOULD NOT 
AWAIT THE SETTLEMENT OF DIFFICULT ISSUES IN THE MILITARY 
AND POLITICAL FIELDS. 

"THIS HUMANITARIAN PROGRAM COULD BE UNDERTAKEN IN CLOSE 
COOPERATION WITH UNITED STATES AND EGYPTIAN TECHNICIANS 
WHO ARE ALREADY WORKING TOGETHER UNDER THE TITLE XII 
FAMINE PREVENTION PROGRAM OF THE U.S. FOREIGN ASSISTANCE 
ACT. 

"ISRAEL, MORE THAN ANY OTHER NATION, HAS DEVELOPED MODERN 
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KNOW-HOW TO MAKE DESERT AREAS PRODUCTIVE. EGYPT FACES 
A COMPELLING PROBLEM OF AGRICULTURAL UNDERDEVELOPMENT 
AND WIDE-SPREAD NUTRITIONAL DEFICIENCIES. 

"MR. PRIME MINISTER, I HAD THE HONOR TO MEET WITH YOU 
IN JERUSALEM AND WITH PRESIDENT SADAT IN CAIRO. IT 
SEEMS TO ME THAT YOU COULD INSPIRE THE WORLD BY RETURNING 
THE OLIVE BRANCH OF PEACE THAT MR. SADAT BROUGHT TO 
JERUSALEM WITH YOUR PROPOSAL TO PLANT, IN A SENSE, THE 
OLIVE TREE IN EGYPT. 

"SUCH A STEP WOULD HELP TO RESTORE THE CONCEPT OF 
BROTHERHOOD AND GOOD WILL IN ADVANCE OF A FORMAL PEACE 
TREATY, AND PROVIDE MOMENTUM THAT WOULD TRANSLATE TODAY'S 
POSSIBILITIES INTO TOMORROW'S FOOD ON THE TABLES OF 
EGYPT'S HUNGRY MASSES. NOTHING WOULD DO AS MUCH TO 
CONSOLIDATE THE PEACE PROCESS THAT BEGAN IN JERUSALEM 
AND SUPPORT THE LEADERSHIP IN BOTH EGYPT AND ISRAEL 
AS THEY STRIVE TO LEAD THE MIDDLE EAST INTO A NEW ERA 

OF PEACE FOR YOUR REGION AND FOR ALL HUMANITY. 
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"I STAND READY, OF COURSE, TO MEET WITH YOU DURING 
YOUR WASHINGTON VISIT. I AM PREPARED TO SPONSOR ANY NEW 
LEGISLATION THAT MIGHT BE INDICATED TO SUPPORT THE 
FRUITION OF ISRAELI-EGYPTIAN AGRICULTURAL COOPERATION 
AND AM CONFIDENT THAT MY COLLEAGUES WILL LEND THEIR 
SUPPORT. SINCERELY, PAUL FINDLEY, REPRESENTATIVE IN 
UNITED STATES CONGRESS." VANCE 
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TAGS: IS, EG 

SUBJECT: LETTER FOR PRIME MINISTER BEGIN FROM 
REPRESENTATIVE PAUL FINDLEY 

1 . CONGRESSMAN FINDLEY REQUESTS THAT FOLLOWING LETTER 
BE DELIVERED TO PRIME MINISTER BEGIN BEFORE HIS DEPARTURE 
FOR THE UNITED STATES: 

DEAR MR. BEGIN: 

"I AM HONORED TO HAVE YOUR VERY RESPONSIVE AND ENCOURAGING 
LETTER OF JANUARY 25, 1978, IN WHICH YOU WELCOME MY 
PROPOSAL FOR AGRICULTURAL COOPERATION BETWEEN ISRAEL AND 
EGYPT. 

"AS A MEMBER OF BOTH THE COMMITTEES ON AGRICULTURE AND 
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, I HAVE BEEN ADVISED THAT YOU 
WILL BE IN WASHINGTON NEXT WEEK. 
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"MY PURPOSE IN WRITING IS TO SUGGEST RESPECTFULLY AN 
INITIATIVE THAT COULD HELP TO BREAK THE PRESENT IMPASSE IN 
ISRAELI-EGYPTIAN NEGOTIATIONS, TRANSFORM THAT STALEMATE 
AND RENEW THE SPIRIT OF JERUSALEM THAT EXISTED DURING 
YOUR GRACIOUS HOSPITALITY TO PRESIDENT SADAT OF EGYPT. 

AT THE SAME TIME, IT COULD CREATE A POSITIVE ATMOSPHERE 
FOR YOUR SCHEDULE IN WASHINGTON. 

"I AM AWARE OF YOUR CONCERNS REGARDING THE ESCALATION 
OF THE ARMS RACE IN YOUR REGION THROUGH THE MILITARY 
JETS PACKAGE PROPOSED BY PRESIDENT CARTER. I AM ALSO 
AWARE OF THE CONCERN OF OUR GOVERNMENT REGARDING THE 
DETERIORATION OF THE PEACE-MAKING PROCESS. 

"IN YOUR LETTER TO ME, YOU STATED THAT YOU HOPED THAT 
THE CONCEPT I PROPOSE WOULD "SOON BECOME A RELEVANT 
ITEM ON THE AGENDA OF THE ISRAELI-EGYPTIAN DIALOGUE." 

"KNOWING THAT THE ESTABLISHMENT OF PEACE AND COOPERATION 
WITH YOUR NEIGHBORS IS YOUR HIGHEST ASPIRATION, I 
RESPECTFULLY SUGGEST THAT YOU TAKE THE OCCASION OF 
YOUR VISIT TO WASHINGTON TO PROPOSE A PROGRAM OF ISRAELI 
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TO EGYPTIAN AGRICULTURE THAT COULD 
BEGIN ALMOST IMMEDIATELY AND NEED NOT AND SHOULD NOT 
AWAIT THE SETTLEMENT OF DIFFICULT ISSUES IN THE MILITARY 
AND POLITICAL FIELDS. 

"THIS HUMANITARIAN PROGRAM COULD BE UNDERTAKEN IN CLOSE 
COOPERATION WITH UNITED STATES AND EGYPTIAN TECHNICIANS 
WHO ARE ALREADY WORKING TOGETHER UNDER THE TITLE XII 
FAMINE PREVENTION PROGRAM OF THE U.S. FOREIGN ASSISTANCE 
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ACT. 

"ISRAEL, MORE THAN ANY OTHER NATION, HAS DEVELOPED MODERN 
KNOW-HOW TO MAKE DESERT AREAS PRODUCTIVE. EGYPT FACES 
A COMPELLING PROBLEM OF AGRICULTURAL UNDERDEVELOPMENT 
AND WIDE-SPREAD NUTRITIONAL DEFICIENCIES. 
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"MR. PRIME MINISTER, I HAD THE HONOR TO MEET WITH YOU 
IN JERUSALEM AND WITH PRESIDENT SADAT IN CAIRO. IT 
SEEMS TO ME THAT YOU COULD INSPIRE THE WORLD BY RETURNING 
THE OLIVE BRANCH OF PEACE THAT MR. SADAT BROUGHT TO 
JERUSALEM WITH YOUR PROPOSAL TO PLANT, IN A SENSE, THE 
OLIVE TREE IN EGYPT. 

'SUCH A STEP WOULD HELP TO RESTORE THE CONCEPT OF 
BROTHERHOOD AND GOOD WILL IN ADVANCE OF A FORMAL PEACE 
TREATY, AND PROVIDE MOMENTUM THAT WOULD TRANSLATE TODAY'S 
POSSIBILITIES INTO TOMORROW'S FOOD ON THE TABLES OF 
EGYPT'S HUNGRY MASSES. NOTHING WOULD DO AS MUCH TO 
CONSOLIDATE THE PEACE PROCESS THAT BEGAN IN JERUSALEM 
AND SUPPORT THE LEADERSHIP IN BOTH EGYPT AND ISRAEL 
AS THEY STRIVE TO LEAD THE MIDDLE EAST INTO A NEW ERA 

OF PEACE FOR YOUR REGION AND FOR ALL HUMANITY. 

"I STAND READY, OF COURSE, TO MEET WITH YOU DURING 
YOUR WASHINGTON VISIT. I AM PREPARED TO SPONSOR ANY NEW 
LEGISLATION THAT MIGHT BE INDICATED TO SUPPORT THE 
FRUITION OF ISRAELI-EGYPTIAN AGRICULTURAL COOPERATION 
AND AM CONFIDENT THAT MY COLLEAGUES WILL LEND THEIR 
SUPPORT. SINCERELY, PAUL FINDLEY, REPRESENTATIVE IN 
UNITED STATES CONGRESS." VANCE UNQUOTE VANCE 
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